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Richard Old: Owner, Estate Services 

www.webuyandsellstuff.com 

Meet Dr. Richard Old: 5th Generation Whitman County Resident, Farm 

Owner, Estate Liquidation Expert, Weed Identification Specialist, 

Forensic Scientist, Teacher, Author, Entrepreneur, Jack-Of-All-Trades 

A business interview by Andreas Gross 

Pictures and photographs provided for use in this article by Richard Old  

___________________________________________________________ 

Date of Interview: 

July 25, 2021 

  

For this edition of The 

Pullmanic, I was able to 

catch up with Pullman’s 

famed and acclaimed 

Dr. Richard Old and get 

him to share his story 

with us.  Being an 

entrepreneurial small 

business owner and 

running Estate Services 

is just one venture this 

multi-talented 5th generation Whitman County resident is engaged in, but let’s hear 

about it from him, in his own words!  Richard, let’s start from the beginning here, 

shall we?  Tell us your story please… 

Certainly, Andreas. And thank you for reaching out to me. I’m happy to share my 

story here in the Fall/Winter 2021 Edition of The Pullmanic. I was born in Colfax (due 

to the fact there was no maternity ward in Pullman) and raised on a farm near 

Albion. My Dad, Pat Old, knew everyone and everyone seemed to know him. He was  

 

https://www.cityofpullmanportal.com/
http://www.cityofpullmanportal.com/
https://www.apg-enterprises.com/
http://www.webuyandsellstuff.com/
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well known for reciting poetry to anyone who would listen . My mother, Dr. Leila 

Old, taught clothing and textiles at both Washington State University and the 

University of Idaho. She taught televised courses long before distance education 

became popular. I attended grades K-12 in Pullman (celebrated my 50th class reunion 

just this past summer!) and received both my baccalaureate and master’s degrees 

from WSU; my doctorate in plant science is from the University of Idaho. I have been 

doing plant identifications for WSU since 1976 and for the University of Idaho since 

1984. For my doctorate, I created a computerized expert system to identify plants 

which became my company XID Services. My expert system and databases have been 

used worldwide and have led me to lecture internationally, including chairing a 

session at the International Botanical Conference and speaking at The Smithsonian. I 

have taken over 22,000 pictures of invasive plants which are used to illustrate my 

interactive computer databases. I started Estate Services in 1985 when I was still 

working at the University of Idaho; guess I just didn’t have enough to do . 

 

My wife Tena and I have two children. They both attended Pullman schools. My son 

Patrick works as a software engineer at Nike in Oregon. My daughter Hannah 

recently returned to the area, and is living in Moscow. She is following in my 

entrepreneurial footsteps, having started her own business, Clarity Pilates 

(https://www.clarityclassicalpilates.com), after teaching at a widely renowned 

Pilates studio in Seattle for five years. 

 

 

https://www.cityofpullmanportal.com/
http://www.cityofpullmanportal.com/
https://www.apg-enterprises.com/
https://www.clarityclassicalpilates.com/
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Wonderful, Richard.  What a life!  A regular Renaissance Man, if I may say so.  And 

you’ve got a next generation entrepreneur in your family as well – your daughter.  

Good on her for getting her own Pilates outfit up and running.  Speaking of 

entrepreneurs, what else can you tell us about Estate Services?  What is the focus 

of the company? 

The focus of my business is helping people who are faced with trying to figure out 

what to do with large amounts of personal property, either from an estate or due to 

moving into smaller quarters. If contacted early enough in the process, I can relieve 

them of a tremendous amount of work, expense and stress, allowing them to focus 

their efforts strictly on the items they wish to retain.  

 

And where exactly did the inspiration to start an estate liquidation business as 

such come from?  

https://www.cityofpullmanportal.com/
http://www.cityofpullmanportal.com/
https://www.apg-enterprises.com/
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When my father moved to the farm I grew up on in 1935, he had gone through the 

Depression, was 23 years old, and that farm was the 23rd place he had lived.  As a 

result, he had never had the chance to have many possessions. So after moving 

there, he never threw anything away (and he lived there until he was over 100)! 

When I was a kid, our Sunday recreation consisted of going to the dump, not to 

throw things away, but to see what we could find to bring home. It was, and is, 

deeply ingrained in me that, “To waste is a sin.” One of the tenants of Estate Services 

is my commitment to recycling and donating as a way of keeping things out of the 

landfill.  My mother specialized in the history of costume (in this context, “costume” 

is the clothing of an era, not what is worn on stage.). The Leila Old Historic Costume 

Collection at the University of Idaho is named after her 

(https://www.uidaho.edu/cals/family-and-consumer-sciences/teaching-labs/leila-

old-historic-costume-collection). 

These two influences, one of accumulation and the other of preservation, are what 

led me to establish Estate Services.  

  

Very sound reasoning indeed, Richard.  Now you’ve got me thinking about my 

grandparents, rest in peace, who lived through the Great Depression and kept 

every tin can, bent nail, and chipped coffee mug that ever came their way – even 

though they had plenty of those things already and everything else under the sun! 

Tell us, Richard, what makes Estate Services stand out?  Why should someone use 

Estate Services as opposed to just dealing with their stuff themselves? 

The tagline for my business is “Keep EVERYTHING you want. We deal with 

EVERYTHING else.”  Unfortunately, in the vast majority of cases people do not 

contact me until they have exhausted themselves dealing with the stuff they don’t 

want. In many instances the first thing people do while handling an estate or moving 

is order a dumpster and proceed to throw out anything/everything they do not want 

or recognize to have value. See some of the stories of what I have encountered at 

https://webuyandsellstuff.com/pages/updates.html. I have seen many houses that 

have sat vacant for months and even years while people dealt with the contents. 

Since they are paying taxes, insurance, and utilities, this is costing them hundreds of 

dollars each month. By leaving a place vacant the only thing they can gain, in 

addition to their monthly bills, is thieves, rodents, and broken pipes. If they would 

https://www.cityofpullmanportal.com/
http://www.cityofpullmanportal.com/
https://www.apg-enterprises.com/
https://www.uidaho.edu/cals/family-and-consumer-sciences/teaching-labs/leila-old-historic-costume-collection
https://www.uidaho.edu/cals/family-and-consumer-sciences/teaching-labs/leila-old-historic-costume-collection
https://webuyandsellstuff.com/pages/updates.html
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focus on just keeping the 

things they want and call 

Estate Services at the 

beginning of the process, 

they would save time, 

money, energy, and 

greatly reduce their 

stress. This would also 

allow the house to be 

sold much more quickly, 

alleviating many 

potential problems and 

expenses. 

 

You hear that, Pullman?!  If 

you’re looking to liquidate 

large amounts of personal 

property, don’t haul, call!  

Call Richard at Estate 

Services, that is!  And on 

that note, as a small 

business owner in Pullman, 

Washington, and as an 

individual, what kinds of 

people are you looking to 

network with, Richard?  

Estate attorneys, realtors, 

retirement homes – really 

anyone or any business that 

has interactions with people 

who could benefit from my 

services.  

  

https://www.cityofpullmanportal.com/
http://www.cityofpullmanportal.com/
https://www.apg-enterprises.com/
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What aspect of running Estate Services presents the greatest challenge to you? 

Ninety percent of the time when people call me they have already spent a vast 

amount of time and resources disposing of things that Estate Services would have 

taken care of for them. Frequently they are far past the point that my services are of 

any value. Several times a month I hear people say, “Gee, I wish I would have known 

about you when . . . “.  I belong to a Facebook group for Professional Estate 

Liquidators, and I see that everyone in my business faces this same problem. An 

auctioneer put it very well when they said, “Most of the time I would like to trade 

them straight across, what we got in the sale for what they threw in the dump.”  

  

  

https://www.cityofpullmanportal.com/
http://www.cityofpullmanportal.com/
https://www.apg-enterprises.com/
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That has to be maddening when a situation like that unfolds and both you and your 

client come to realize just what has been laid to waste in the local dump – and not 

to mention the energy wasted by the clients themselves before calling you!  On the 

flip side, there have to be positives to running the business as well.  What aspect of 

running Estate Services gives you the greatest joy or would be the aspect that you 

consider to be the most rewarding? 

Being able to actually help people that are in a difficult and stressful situation. You 

can see some letters from my former clients here: 

https://webuyandsellstuff.com/pages/references.html.  

Wonderful, Richard!  Yes, that feeling of knowing you were actually able to help 

someone out is priceless.  It’s one of the primary reasons I’m in the service industry 

myself.  And right along the same line of helping others, what would you say to 

someone who wanted to go down a track like yours or a similar one?  You know, 

someone who wanted to get into running an estate liquidation business, or a 

similar kind of business in Pullman or small-town U.S.A. in general – any advice or 

words of wisdom that you would care to share? 

People often comment to me about how “fun” or “glamorous” my business is.  They 

only see the sales after the vast majority of the work has been done and have no 

idea as to the reality of 

the situation. There is a 

lot of work to be done in 

any residence. But in 

addition to the nice clean 

places I encounter, I also 

work in some places 

where I deal with lots of 

dust, mold, mouse poop, 

hazardous chemicals, 

garbage, pet residue, etc. 

I still suffer some health 

effects from the first 

estate I worked on 36 

years ago.  

https://www.cityofpullmanportal.com/
http://www.cityofpullmanportal.com/
https://www.apg-enterprises.com/
https://webuyandsellstuff.com/pages/references.html
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Wow!  Lingering health effects from the very first estate you worked on 36 years 

ago – and you stayed in business!  You are performing a true service to humanity, 

Richard!  It just shows that you can’t keep a person from doing what he or she truly 

loves and feels destined to do. 

Now let’s talk a little bit about life in Pullman in general and how you fit into the 

community here beyond your Estate Services business.  Let’s be honest here: you 

are somewhat of a living legend in Pullman.  A master of weed identification – 

even using your plant identification expertise to deliver speeches for the 

Smithsonian and to fight crime with the Spokane P.D. – you’ve also written books, 

taught classes, developed invasive weed identification software, you own a farm 

here in the area…..and the list of amazing things seems to never end!  I feel like 

there is a treasure trove of stories inside your head. 

 

Despite the fact that I teach classes on ethnobotany (edible and useful plants) and 

the poisonous plants field trips for the Veterinary School at WSU, my particular field 

of interest and expertise is newly invasive weed species. We are operating in an 

informational vacuum when it comes to knowing what goes on around us as far as 

changes occurring in the local biota. While working at the University of Idaho, I 

averaged reporting nine new species of weeds per year in the states of Idaho and 

Washington. On average when a “new” weed species is reported and we do as much 

research as possible on its occurrence, we find that in reality the species has been 

here 30 years and occupies ten thousand acres. By this time complete eradication is 

impossible leading to ever increasing detrimental effects on agriculture and the 

environment. I love to teach and have given hundreds of lectures on plant 

identification hoping to expand the pool of people that can see what is going on 

around them. If newly invasive species were detected earlier, we would have a much 

better chance of alleviating their harmful effects. 

 

The experience I gained identifying poor (sometimes fragmentary) specimens while 

doing plant identifications for the two universities resulted in my cooperating with 

law enforcement on numerous forensics cases, the most famous being the Spokane 

serial killer case which lead to me being included in a Discovery Channel F2: Forensic 

Factor episode (Season 5, Episode 5) as well as the following article in The 

Spokesman Review: 

https://www.cityofpullmanportal.com/
http://www.cityofpullmanportal.com/
https://www.apg-enterprises.com/
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Fighting homicide through botany! 

However you can fight it best, right, Andreas?! 

 

Right, Richard!  And how about any special Pullman stories you may have? 

The funny thing about 

living in Pullman is all the 

people who knew my 

parents and my children.  

I named my son after my 

father. As a result, I spent 

the first portion of my life 

being known as “Pat 

Old’s kid” and the second 

portion as “Pat Old’s 

Dad.”  Furthermore, 

when it comes down to 

running a business in 

Pullman, there is still a 

small town component to 

living here. A large 

portion of my business is 

a result of word-of-

mouth from people I 

have known and worked 

with over the years. This 

kind of support is more 

valuable than any 

advertising I could do. 

 

  

 

https://www.cityofpullmanportal.com/
http://www.cityofpullmanportal.com/
https://www.apg-enterprises.com/
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Great stuff, Richard.  Thank you very much for opening up to us today.  It’s been a 

pleasure hearing about your Estate Services business along with other aspects of 

your multi-faceted life.  Before we wrap things up here completely, how can 

people contact you who may be interested in learning more about Estate Services? 

Certainly, Andreas; and thanks again for reaching out and allowing me to tell my 

story here in the The Pullmanic.  My contact information is: 

Richard Old 

509-332-2989 

rold@pullman.com 

www.webuyandsellstuff.com  

And, as I’ve stressed over and over again – and will stress one more time here – I 

encourage people to contact me as early in their process as possible, for more 

information or if they have any questions! 

 

Thanks again, Richard, for your time today.  Ladies and gentlemen, Dr. Richard Old: 

5th Generation Whitman County Resident, Farm Owner, Estate Liquidation Expert, 

Weed Identification Specialist, Forensic Scientist, Teacher, Author, Entrepreneur, 

Jack-Of-All-Trades.  Richard, the Pullman Community is truly blessed to have you as 

one of its cornerstone members. 

 

 

 

********************** 

 

 

 

https://www.cityofpullmanportal.com/
http://www.cityofpullmanportal.com/
https://www.apg-enterprises.com/
mailto:rold@pullman.com
http://www.webuyandsellstuff.com/
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What is Whitman County Strong? 

 

Whitman County Strong is a licensed non-

profit built using the “Quaranteam” model, 

but with more accountability. The founders 

(Tabitha Ries & Crystal Hogg) followed the 

Spokane area’s Rick Clark on providing food 

and other goods to the public by purchasing 

products from locally owned companies 

and handing them out in real time. All 

events are preplanned through social 

media, and all products are distributed first 

come first served. The money for the 

events is raised through donations. The 

success has been in having creative 

solutions for raising funds to help support 

our businesses. Whitman County Strong 

does both direct cash/check and online 

payment donations, as well as, hosting 

online silent auctions composed of donated 

goods. All donations of goods and money is 

tracked, and the founders are fully 

transparent to all members that participate. 

Receipts are posted, and legal requirements 

for non-profit status have been followed to 

ensure the highest standards of 

accountability for the community. The goal 

of the group is to not just feed the 

community, or even just supporting local 

businesses, but to do both while giving the 

community a chance they may have never 

taken on experiencing all the wonderful 

businesses in Whitman County.  We’ve 

helped Whitman County tough it out 

through the brunt of the pandemic and we 

hope to be here offering our support in 

times of need for many years to come! 

You can find our group on Facebook: Whitman County Strong (Quaranteam)  

Ways to donate: Venmo - @Help_Pullman, Paypal - @HelpPullman, CashApp -$HelpPullman, 

Cash or Check written out to Whitman County Strong. 

https://www.cityofpullmanportal.com/
http://www.cityofpullmanportal.com/
https://www.apg-enterprises.com/
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Meet Daniel Mark Faller 
Rocking The Great Northwest with his music since 1972! 

 

 
 

Daniel Mark Faller was born in Seattle, Washington in 1952. As a youngster he witnessed Elvis 

and the Beatles on Ed Sullivan and made the decision early on to be a lifetime musician. After 

moving to Lewiston, Idaho in 1972, Daniel began to get more serious about music and after singing 

throughout North Central Idaho as a solo musician, he joined his first band in 1976. Spending the 

next 28 years playing the night clubs and community events of North Central Idaho, Daniel began 

to develop an original vocal style that has been known to turn heads at any venue. He can take a 

song by any artist and make it completely his own. He has also developed an original song writing 

style that expresses his country feelings while adding a little bit of rock and roll bite. Daniel built 

a state of the art studio in his home and he has vowed to release a CD a year for the rest of his life. 

He got off to a good start with the release of "Amber Waves" in October of 2004, and, although 

he hasn’t been able to release a new CD every single year thereafter, he has maintained a good 

track record of religiously releasing quality music every year or so ever since. In addition to his 

CDs for sale, Daniel performs live; both solo gigs as well as performing with several different 

bands of his. 

 

Phone:(208) 746-3949 

Email: dfaller@cableone.net 

Website: https://danielmarkfaller.com/ 

https://www.cityofpullmanportal.com/
http://www.cityofpullmanportal.com/
https://www.apg-enterprises.com/
mailto:dfaller@cableone.net
https://danielmarkfaller.com/
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Daniel Mark Faller 

Musical Resume 
 

1975-1976: “Dan Faller & His Martin" / played solo around the Lewiston, Idaho area. Material consisted 

of originals and folk such as Bob Dylan and Woody Guthrie. 

1976-1977: "Rainbow" / lead singer in a 4-piece country band playing the North Idaho region from McCall 

to Moscow. Material consisted of Waylon Jennings, Willie Nelson, The New Riders of the 

Purple Sage, Merle Haggard, Marshall Tucker, and more. 

 1977-1982. "The Stretch Wabash Band" / this band made a slow transition from a country band to a full 

production southern rock band. It began with Rainbow's song list and wound up doing 

Lynrd Skynrd, The Outlaws, Pure Prairie League, Tom Petty, Marshall Tucker, and various 

top 40 rock material. It was with this band that Daniel first got in some quality studio 

time doing a demo at Eastern Washington University and another at Red Wing studios in 

Encino, California. 

1982-1992. "The Seidel Brothers Band" / this was a multi-talented group or 3 brothers who hired Daniel 

as their lead singer. They covered everything from Buck Owens to Bruce Springsteen and 

enjoyed a massive following in the Idaho panhandle. In 1984 the band recorded an album 

of 11 originals at Phil Mattson Studios in Spokane, Washington. Daniel wrote 6 of the 

songs including the title song, "See it in Your Eyes". They sold over 1000 copies off the 

bandstand at their shows. 

1995-2002: "The Big Newtons" / this 4-piece band performed the greatest hits of the 60's and 70's and 

enjoyed incredible 3-part harmony with material from The Beatles, The Hollies, Herman's 

Hermits, The Rolling Stones, The Beach Boys, and more. They still come out of retirement 

2 or 3 times a year, and when they step on stage, the magic is still there. 

2001-Present: ' 'Lukenbill-Faller" / this is a duo with the other guitar player of The Big Newtons. The live 

show is similar to The Big Newtons with a list from Jimmy Buffett to Pink Floyd. They 

released a CD in 2003 of 16 original songs and it has sold over 500 copies to date. 

2004-Present: "Daniel Mark Faller" / Daniel began returning to his country rock roots and doing some 

solo shows on open dates. He released "Amber Waves" in the fall of 2004 with 6 originals 

and 6 hand-picked covers. He has vowed to release a CD a year for the rest of his life 

(and, while he hasn’t put a CD out every single year, he hasn’t done too bad of a job of 

sticking to this goal over the past 17 years!). 

https://www.cityofpullmanportal.com/
http://www.cityofpullmanportal.com/
https://www.apg-enterprises.com/
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Upcoming 2021-2022 Venues: 
 

Date Establishment Location Time Performer(s) 
September 18, 

2021 
Garfield 

County Fair Pomeroy, Wa. 11:00am – 

1:00pm Solo 

September 

23,24 & 25, 

2021 
Nez Perce 

County Fair Lewiston, Id. various Big Newtons 

October 8, 

2021 
Brock’s Town 

Square Lewiston, Id. 8:00pm – 

10:00pm Solo 

October 29, 

2021 Vista House Lewiston, Id. 6:00pm – 

8:00pm Solo 

November 12, 

2021 Hops and Vine Lewiston, Id. 6:00pm – 

8:00pm Solo 

November 26, 

2021 
Lindsay Creek 

Vineyards Lewiston, Id. 6:00pm – 

9:00pm Solo 

January 7, 

2022 
Lindsay Creek 

Vineyards Lewiston, Id. 6:00pm – 

9:00pm Solo 

April 1, 2022 Lindsay Creek 

Vineyards Lewiston, Id. 6:00pm – 

9:00pm Solo 

July 2, 2022 Lindsay Creek 

Vineyards Lewiston, Id. 6:00pm – 

9:00pm Solo 

November 5, 

2022 
Lindsay Creek 

Vineyards Lewiston, Id. 6:00pm – 

9:00pm Solo 
 

Phone:(208) 746-3949 

Email: dfaller@cableone.net 

Website: https://danielmarkfaller.com/ 

https://www.cityofpullmanportal.com/
http://www.cityofpullmanportal.com/
https://www.apg-enterprises.com/
mailto:dfaller@cableone.net
https://danielmarkfaller.com/
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Meet: Karen Weathermon 

Living and Learning in Pullman 

A resident interview by Andreas Gross 

Photographs provided for use in this article by Karen Weathermon  

___________________________________________________________ 

 

On August 8, 2021, I got in touch with Pullman Resident Karen Weathermon.  Like 

many Pullmanites, Karen moved to the area when she was a little girl….and then 

never left – well, “never left” in the sense that even when she has left for a period 

of time she has always returned to Pullman!  Here is her personal Pullman Story in 

her own words: 

 

Although Pullman is not my 

original hometown, I have 

spent the majority of my life, 

both as a child and as an adult, 

in Pullman. It is a community 

that has truly shaped who I am 

in many ways, and it is a 

community I treasure. 

 

Like many long-time Pullman 

residents, the length of my 

residence here is a bit of a 

surprise. I first arrived in 

Pullman at age 5 in June of 

1966, with my parents Dick and 

Helen and older sister Kris, 

when my dad came to WSU for the summer to complete a superintendent’s 

credential at the College of Education. He was an elementary principal in Aberdeen, 

Washington, at the time, and Kris and I had been born there. My parents had both 

grown up on the coast and had no intention of having Pullman be anything other 

than a summer adventure, thinking we would return to Grays Harbor to live our lives. 

https://www.cityofpullmanportal.com/
http://www.cityofpullmanportal.com/
https://www.apg-enterprises.com/


18 | P a g e  
The Pullmanic – Promoting Pullman!  Fall/Winter 2021, 4th Edition 

The Pullmanic is the semi-annual newsletter associated with the City of Pullman Portal website, 
(www.cityofpullmanportal.com) a website by Andreas Philip Gross Enterprises. 

                                         ©2020-2021 Andreas Philip Gross Enterprises, Sole Proprietorship               

In fact, we almost didn’t stay! My family had never been to this part of the state 

before, and after a very long, hot drive across the state in our Rambler station wagon 

in the days before I-90, my parents were not overly impressed when we arrived at 

our destination—our sublet apartment at 16F South Fairway. The Fairways, WWII 

military housing that had been repurposed to house married students, were not 

plush 

accommodations, to 

say the least. In fact, I 

find myself surprised 

when I look back at 

old photos and realize 

how shabby they 

were. I remember my 

dad parking the car in 

front of the 

apartment building, 

getting out, and 

saying, “Don’t unpack 

the car. I don’t think 

we’re staying.” 

 

But stay we did. And within a couple of weeks, we were all so happy here that my 

dad committed to returning the next year to earn his doctorate. My dad loved his 

classes and being a 10-minute walk from the golf course (the Fairways being located 

along the edge of the college golf course), my mom loved the international 

community of the Fairways, and Kris and I loved the warm summer weather, 

playground, and the neighborhood full of kids. 

 

So we returned in June 1967 and moved into 18C South Fairway, the section of South 

Fairway known then as “the triangle.”  It is one of the few parts of South Fairway that 

is actually still visible, now being the home of the Horticulture Department 

greenhouses, right across from Ferdinands. It makes me happy to be back in that 

location every time I buy bedding plants there. That neighborhood in South Fairway 

https://www.cityofpullmanportal.com/
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was especially close, full of international student families studying at WSU. Kris and I 

were part of a large group of neighborhood kids who went to Edison Elementary at 

the base of Stadium Way; I was in 1st grade, Kris was in 3rd. In our neighborhood, I 

remember regularly piling in to each other’s apartments or out on our shared lawn 

to celebrate everything: new babies, the passing of exams, religious and cultural 

holidays, birthdays, graduations. For my family, it was an introduction to the culture, 

foods, and religions of the world. It was really the closest neighborhood my family 

ever lived in, and the experience of being part of an international community was 

the spark that eventually propelled my family to live overseas as well.  

 

We left Pullman in August 1968 with my dad’s coursework complete, and he finished 

his dissertation in Aberdeen the next year. But by then we had the Pullman-bug, and 

we were all thrilled when he was hired to be Pullman’s Superintendent of Schools in 

January of 1971. We first rented a sabbatical home on Military Hill, and I finished 4th 

grade at Jefferson; then we bought a home on Pioneer Hill’s High Street, and I 

finished elementary school at Franklin, then headed off to Lincoln for middle school. 

I had close friends in the neighborhood, some of whom I’m still in touch with, and 

Pullman was a great town to 

grow up in. I was in Girl Scouts, 

was in the youth group and bell 

choir of Trinity Lutheran, and 

took piano from Maxine Titus, 

whom I adored. Downtown 

Pullman was full of stores in 

those days (the Empire, 

Myklebusts, J.C. Penney’s, 

Coonrandt's children’s and 

hobby store, The Old Mole, 

Corner and White drugstores, 

Fonks and Miller’s five and dime 

stores, Crown Jewelers, a 

hardware store, a stationers, 

the two movie theaters, among 

several other businesses.) I 
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babysat a lot, spent lots of time at the Reaney pool in the summer and in parks 

sledding in the winter, learned to ski at North South Ski Bowl, and dreamed about 

being old enough to be in Summer Palace. Campus offered plenty of possibilities as 

well, of course.  My first concerts were seeing The Carpenters in Bohler Gym and The 

Fifth Dimension in the newly opened Beasley. And like many, I remember the 

thundering crowds at basketball games in Bohler Gym. My mom continued to be 

very involved with the large International Women’s Club in town, and our home was 

regularly the site of meals with folks from around the globe. 

 

During this stint, we were in Pullman until the end of the 1975-76 school year, and I 

completed my freshman year at PHS. But those early days in South Fairway had 

made their mark, and with the urging of Dean Brain from the College of Education, 

my dad had applied and been hired to be the Superintendent of the International 

School in Manila, Philippines, a position he held for the next six years. Both Kris and I 

graduated from high school there, and it was a fabulous experience for our whole 

family.  

 

Kris returned to Pullman to attend WSU, where she graduated in 1982 with a degree 

in broadcast communications. My own return to Pullman was in 1987 when I came 

to WSU to earn an MA in English.  That return was supposed to be just for two years, 

but, as it has turned out, I’ve never left. I ended up continuing on in graduate school 

to complete a PhD in English, and then remained at WSU with positions in the 

Writing Program, General Education, and for the past 15 years as the Director of 

First-Year Programs under the Provost’s Office, where I direct the Common Reading, 

First-Year Seminar, and First-Year Focus Living-Learning Community programs. My 

son Peter was born here in 2001 and went all through Pullman schools (attending 

Sunnyside, the only elementary school I had not attended myself!), graduating in 

2020. My dad came to live with us in his final years of life, and he passed away here 

in February 2019. 
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The common thread 

throughout all my 

family’s experiences and 

my own in Pullman has 

been community—those 

of South Fairway, High 

Street, the international 

community, Trinity 

Lutheran, the WSU 

English Department, 

Neill Public Library, 

Regional Theatre of the 

Palouse, the Palouse 

Choral Society, and the 

community of WSU 

faculty, staff, and 

students I’ve been 

fortunate to work with 

as a faculty member 

since I completed my 

PhD in 1999. It is entirely 

fitting that part of my 

position at WSU is 

directing the first-year 

living-learning 

community program. Living and learning here are what I value most. I’ve been so 

fortunate to have decades-long friendships here, and I value Pullman (and Moscow) 

as a place where I have always been able to continue learning. There are honestly 

more things happening each week that are of interest to me than I have time to 

attend. As a parent I also appreciate that living here provided me the opportunity to 

take Peter to experience so many different kinds of speakers, performers, and 

events. As was true for me, growing up here has very much shaped the person he 

has become. 
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In my adult life in Pullman, aside from my work at WSU, I’ve also sung alto with the 

Palouse Choral Society since 1990, have served on the board of the Friends of Neill 

Public Library, have been a chorus member in a few musicals put on by the Regional 

Theatre of the Palouse, and have been active in the congregational life of Trinity 

Lutheran Church. But many of my most memorable stories of life in Pullman are 

those resulting from generating silly adventures with friends: Goodwill formal Snow 

Balls and Inaugural Balls, a Summer Olympics party where we ran a relay with 

sparklers around the block and then lit a barbecue grill as a stand-in for the Olympic 

cauldron, and this last year’s pandemic Trunksgiving where several friends met in a 

parking lot to open the trunks of our cars and exchange Tupperware containers of 

Thanksgiving foods before returning  home to eat and talk over Zoom. I think that 

the small town nature of Pullman means a lot of what brings the most joy are the 

communities and activities we create ourselves. 

 

My advice to newcomers to Pullman would be to engage with the community. Use 

the local paper and social media to look for events, groups, and organizations that 

match your interests. It won’t take long until you start recognizing people at the 

grocery store, farmer’s market, downtown, and up on campus, and for your network 

of connections to grow. Although WSU and UI bring to the Palouse a wealth of 

possibilities, these are still small towns where the people you see at a meeting at 

work are the same people you see at the farmer’s market, building supply store, 

basketball game, or movie on Saturday. My parents always said when they visited 

me that they still knew more people at the grocery store here than they did in the 

western Washington town they had lived in for 20 years. I have graduate school 

friends too who have spent their professional lives trying to find a place that feels as 

much like a community as Pullman does. This is not a good place to be anonymous, 

and that quality of community is what I would urge newcomers to embrace. 

 

A few favorite places: Stratton’s Cutting Garden on Old Moscow Road, Lawson 

Garden, the new pickle ball courts at Sunnyside and Kruegel parks, the Kenworthy 

Performing Arts Center (Moscow), St. Boniface Church (Uniontown, a terrific place to 

sing!), the Dahmen Artists Barn (Uniontown), the WSU Organic Farm and Orchards, 

the Valentine’s Day plant sale at the Hort Department greenhouse (at the 
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“triangle”!), the Moscow Food Co-op, Cougar Country, the Black Cypress, Ferdinands, 

the local food trucks, Palouse Country Candy, Neill’s Florists, Kamiak Butte, the local 

community and UI theatre programs. . . and anywhere there is a gathering of friends. 

 

********************** 
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PUW Flies Again! 

The Story of Pullman-Moscow Regional Airport: Then and Now 

Story by Andreas Gross 

Photography by Frida Gross 

__________________________________________________________ 

Local residents know it well, but some newcomers to the area are amazed to hear that Pullman 

even has an airport!  And once they learn there is an airport, where in the world is it?  To be 

honest, it isn’t too hard to blame them: Pullman is a small town, after all, and the airport isn’t 

exactly a front-and-center attraction (although that much is also true of many airports around the 

world which serve cities and towns both small and large).  I suppose it is more interesting to note 

that Pullman almost didn’t get an airport at all – and many of the major upgrades that have 

happened to the airport since its grand opening to the public in 1940 have taken many years to 

accomplish, being weighed down and waylaid in various phases of planning, funding, and/or 

construction for a plethora of reasons.  Did you know that Pullman-Moscow Regional Airport 

Pullman-Moscow Regional Airport “WELCOME” sign on Airport Road as soon as you enter the main road from 

the airport complex.  This photograph taken December 2, 2020. 
© Andreas Philip Gross Enterprises; all copyright rights also retained by original photographer Frida Gross. 
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was originally conceived of by the City of Pullman and various other Pullman parties as Pullman 

Airport, to be owned and operated by the City of Pullman?  Ground (that was owned by the City 

of Pullman) was broken in 1934 under the supervision of the City of Pullman based on this idea.  

It wasn’t until 1939 when a semi-completed airport complex needed finishing that Pullman 

approached Moscow about the idea of going in together on the airport and creating a joint 

venture between the two cities.  Ultimately, it was the strong military training presence in early 

Pullman (or at least the desire to have more of it come back to the area in the 1930s – if you 

Pullman history buffs will remember, there was once a Military College in Pullman pre-1900) 

and a helping hand from the neighboring City of Moscow, Idaho, that eventually allowed the 

airport to became a reality in the first place.  And, over the years – as the result of the planning 

and work of multiple players – upgrades and expansions have become a reality as well.  At the 

time of this writing, the airport is still in the midst of a major years-long modernization project, 

having completed the most difficult part of the project on October 10, 2019.  That was the 

runway realignment project.  Next to come as part of the multi-phase modernization project is a 

new terminal building.  This piece will examine where Pullman-Moscow Regional Airport came 

from, what it has become today, and where it could be headed in the near future. 

 

Nestled between the cities of Pullman, 

Washington, and Moscow, Idaho, on 

Airport Road, paralleling the modern 

Pullman-Moscow Highway, Pullman-

Moscow Regional Airport (airport code 

PUW) can easily receive no more than a 

mere passing glance.  Yet despite its 

nonchalant and somewhat discreet 

appearance tucked in among the rolling 

hills of the Palouse, the airport has 

played – and continues to play – a vital 

role in the area’s development and ever-

increasing transportation needs.  When 

you visit the Our History page on the 

Pullman-Moscow airport’s website (in the drop down menu under the Airport tab), you will see 

an oft-quoted and paraphrased line that reads “… [it was] national defense, community 

sentiment, and a football game [that] spurred the search for an airport site” in 1932.  This comes 

from a 1973 article by Gary Grau published in a 1994 issue of The Bunchgrass Historian (see 

Further Reading below….yeah, I know, that date sequence is a bit of an eye-crosser….an article 

written in 1973 that was published in a Bunchgrass Historian publication many years later).  

Yes, as late as 1932 – five years after Lindberg’s famed and acclaimed trans-Atlantic crossing – 

the Pullman-Moscow area, with two land-grant state institutions of higher education well more 

than several decades old at that point, was still without an airport.  This, in and of itself, is not 

Airplanes on the tarmac at Pullman-Moscow Regional 

Airport.  This photograph taken December 2, 2020. 
© Andreas Philip Gross Enterprises; all copyright rights also 

retained by original photographer Frida Gross. 
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too surprising, as the Pullman-Moscow area did not have a large population back then (the 

population of the area is still under 100,000 at the time of this writing) and aviation was still in 

its early childhood years in the 1930s.   Prior to 1932, various local air fields operated as landing 

spots – essentially, flat fields you could safely land a plane in.  According to the Grau piece, 

Williams field [sic], a former alfalfa pasture about a half-mile north of Washington State 

University (Washington State College in those days), was the center of local aviation at the time.  

But 1932 was the tipping point – it was then that Pullman decided it needed an actual full-service 

airport, and here’s why.... 

 

Three things happened in Pullman in the early 1930s that pushed the issue of a full-service 

airport to fruition.  First-off, it was the combined sentiment at the time of the Pullman Chamber 

of Commerce, the Reserve Officer Training Corps (ROTC) at Washington State College, the 

Reserve Officers’ Association (ROA) of Pullman, and The Pullman American Legion that a 

greater effort needed to be placed on promoting national defense locally.  In their minds, they 

were thinking largely of air defense, which would of course require a fully-functional airport in 

the area to sustain it.  Secondly, the notion was starting to gain traction in the community – at 

least among certain groups in the community – that air travel was the up and coming “thing” – 

the “wave of the future,” and all that stuff.  And, lastly, the 1932 WSC-California football game 

Inside the terminal building at Pullman-Moscow Regional Airport.  A January 1990 piece written when this 

terminal first opened described the terminal as being 9,000 square feet.  30 years later, news media would 

describe this as an 8,000 square foot terminal (see End Notes and Further Reading below). 

© Andreas Philip Gross Enterprises; all copyright rights also retained by original photographer Frida Gross. 
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pushed Williams field well beyond its maximum limit for area air transport!  National defense, 

community sentiment, and a football game! 

 

The ROA, ROTC, Pullman Chamber of Commerce, and Pullman American Legion, each 

established their own airport committee.  In the Summer of 1932, it was the ROA’s Airport 

Committee (ROAAC) that got their act together first to form a survey team to actively scout out 

potential sites.  Five sites were established.  The site that would become Pullman-Moscow 

Regional Airport as we know it today was site two.  Despite the fact that there was a road 

running through the middle of the site, and there were drainage problems (i.e. a creek that would 

later be named Airport Creek), the ease of approach for airplanes made site two the best choice 

in the end of the day.  But picking the location was only the beginning…. 

 

It would take two 

more years of 

planning and 

approvals, but in 

January of 1934 the 

City of Pullman 

finally purchased 

the land at site two 

and broke ground 

for the airport soon 

thereafter.  Despite 

initial enthusiasm, 

getting a small-

town airport project 

off the ground and 

up and running in 

the midst of a 

massive economic 

depression proved 

challenging to say the very least!  Remember, now, the year we are talking about here is 1934, 

the middle of the Great Depression in the U.S.  Projects of this nature relied heavily on federal 

government assistance in this era, which the players involved in the Pullman airport project had 

made a point of securing in advance (hence, the reason the city decided to pull the trigger, buy 

the land, and go full speed ahead with the project in January 1934 in the first place)…but this 

federal assistance turned out to be very short lived!  After a stint of only about two months’ 

worth of work put in on the raw land at the site by the young men of the Civilian Conservation 

Corps (CCC), the Civil Works Administration (CWA) took over the project on March 9, 1934, 

Baggage Claim building at Pullman-Moscow Regional Airport.  This 21st century addition to the 

airport came about as part of the airport modernization project while the runway overhaul 

project was still going on (pre-2019).  This photograph taken December 2, 2020.  © Andreas 

Philip Gross Enterprises; all copyright rights also retained by original photographer Frida Gross. 
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working only a measly 20 days before the federal government shut most of their CWA projects 

down at the end of March that year!  The CWA program was only ever intended as a short stop-

gap program in the first place, designed to get unemployed people through the winter of 1933-34 

and then end...and, true to the program’s mission, end it did in the spring of 1934!1  Hence, the 

rug was effectively pulled out from underneath the partially completed Pullman airport project 

overnight.  “The CCC ‘boys’”2 had been initially able to drill a well at the site.  From there, they 

set up a water distribution and waste management system, and built some basic structures, access 

roads, and sidewalks before the CWA took over.  As for the CWA, their construction crews had 

only but arrived on March 9th – let alone gotten any work done – when they almost immediately 

started dwindling in size because the program was nearing its end anyway.  The team at the site 

grew smaller and smaller in size up until March 29th, when the last remaining members 

completely disbanded with the shutdown of the project on the federal government’s end.  And 

there on the Palouse sat a partially-built airport facility between Pullman, Washington, and 

Moscow, Idaho, for the next 5-and-a-half years.   

 

Over the next 5 years between March 29, 1934, to April 6, 1939, the City of Pullman, 

Washington State College, and the other Pullman community players mentioned previously went 

on a desperate search to find funding and support for the Pullman airport project.  In all they 

approached who had the means, however, interest seemed lukewarm to nonexistent.  Finally, in 

1939, with both East Asia and Europe already in the preliminary stages of World War II, the 

relatively new federal Civil Aeronautics Authority (CAA) put out a call stating that they were 

soliciting locations for a new Civilian Pilot Training Program (CPTP) which was being started in 

an effort to make more American pilots – you know, just in case.  It was no secret that the federal 

government considered college men good candidates for this program, and that the CAA was 

particularly looking to set up their CPTP training locations near colleges with aviation facilities 

as the result of this line of thinking.  In fact, later in the year, in August, when President 

Roosevelt officially sign the CPTP Bill, the final version of the bill allowed for the training of 

12,000 pilots a year specifically in colleges and universities.  Of course, the Pullman-Moscow 

area, with two institutes of higher learning less than 10 miles apart, seemed like it would be an 

ideal pick as a location for such a program, or so thought WSC and many of the parties involved 

in the Pullman airport project as they looked at the new CPTP program with hungry eyes, eyeing 

the prospect of federal money flowing back into the area for aviation purposes...but the only 

problem with that which now remained was that to be chosen to participate in a pilot training 

program as such, the location would, of course, have to have a functional airport easily 

accessible! 

 

With that, Pullman decided to take the plunge and see if neighboring Moscow would be willing 

to get in on the airport project, too, hoping the collaboration between to the two cities could 

bring about the completion of the endeavor (and federal funding back into the area for aviation).  
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As early as January of 1939, Pullman’s ROAAC – with Washington State College’s blessings – 

approached the University of Idaho in Moscow to feel out its stance on the possibility of helping 

out with the development of the airport and training student pilots.  The Grau piece states that the 

U of I’s response was that the university had no interest in these matters.  It wasn’t until April 6th 

of that year that the various Pullman airport committees would band together and collectively 

approach the City of Moscow directly, lay out their case, and, after some months of discussion 

and planning, turn the unfinished Pullman Airport into Pullman-Moscow Regional Airport on 

paper on September 5, 1939 – 5 days after the still uncompleted airport facility was approved for 

the coveted CPTP flight training program under the condition that the facility be operational by 

November 1st of that year – just two months away!  With Moscow now onboard, the two cities, 

colleges, and other parties in the game put their heads together to raise the remaining funds to 

complete the project.  The physical transformation of the airport to meet the CAA’s requirements 

for the CPTP was almost completed on November 3, 1939.  With a short grace period, the airport 

was officially accepted as a CPTP facility on November 9th, 1939.  This also acted as the 

unofficial declaration of the airport being ‘open and ready to go!’ and the various airport 

committees which had pushed for so many years to open a functional airport in the area, soon 

disbanded. 

 A view of Pullman-Moscow Regional from the main road.  This photograph was taken on December 2, 2020.  

At this point in time, construction of the new runway had been completed and the new runway had been in 

use for over a year.  Other aspects of the airport modernization master upgrade plan, including work on the 

new taxiway systems to and from the runway, were still in progress at this time. 

© Andreas Philip Gross Enterprises; all copyright rights also retained by original photographer Frida Gross. 
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A harsh winter was already setting in on the Palouse in early November of 1939, so an opening 

ceremony of any sort would have to wait until the following spring.  That ceremony came 

complete with an air show on May 24, 1940, which drew a crowd of 5,000!  Just a few short 

months after the airport opened, in August of 1940, the airport board began trying to take 

advantage of the renewed federal funding through the CAA and asked for money to expand and 

lengthen the existing runway.  A year later, in September of 1941, more federal money was 

applied for for the purposes of further widening and lengthening the runway and creating an 

extensive runway lighting system to comply with the size demanded by the CAA for secondary 

flight training of civilian pilots.  This time the money was applied for from the Works Project 

Administration, another federal body.  Through a combination of local fundraising efforts and 

government money, more than US$ 200,000 was spent on airport improvements within the 

airport’s first two years of opening.f  These project were an easy pitch to federal sponsors at the 

time: “War efforts!” 

 

On May 22, 1943, the Pullman-Moscow Regional Airport Board further committed the airport to 

the war effort when it officially approved the exclusive use of the airport by the United States 

Pullman-Moscow Regional Airport in all her glory!  December 2, 2020 
© Andreas Philip Gross Enterprises; all copyright rights also retained by original photographer Frida Gross. 
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Army Air Corps.  With the airport facilities now being committed to exclusive military use only 

during the war, the Army Air Force (AAF) selected WSC as one of its preflight training centers, 

replacing the CPTP.  Over 5,000 students went through the AAF’s pre-flight program before the 

airport went back to civilian use when the war ended. 

 

It wouldn’t be until 1946 – six years after its official opening – that the airport would see its first 

regular-route commercial passenger carrier take off from its tarmac.  The lucky airline was the 

now-defunct Empire Air Lines. 

 

The airport has undergone several upgrades and modification projects, at least two of these, as 

previously mentioned, happened right away after she first opened her doors in 1940.3  A major 

terminal upgrade was completed in 1957, and then 20+ years later in the early 1980’s, talk of 

needing a bigger terminal came up yet again.  Ground wasn’t broken for a new terminal, 

however, until May of 1989, but once construction commenced, things moved quickly.  The new 

(and current – but not for much longer) 9,000 square foot (although listed as 8,000 square foot 31 

years later in a 2021 news articlef) terminal building was completed the following year in 1990 

and built with future expansion in mind!  The terminal opened with a fantastic hour-long air 

show ceremony on Saturday, April 28, 1990, featuring everything from military F-4 Phantom 

jets, to crop dusters, to Horizon Air and United Express passenger planes.  There is a good 

chance that there are a number of readers of this article who were in the area at the time who still 

remember that air show. 

 

In 2006, discussion around airport improvements and modernization came up again, this time the 

talk of a major lengthening, widening, and realignment of the runway would take center stage – a 

project that wouldn’t be completed for 13 years because of just how mammoth of an endeavor it 

was! 

 

It is said that the airport runway realignment project which was just completed in 2019 was the 

most beastly of such projects ever undertaken in the region, and, quite possibly, the – or at least 

one of the – most beastly of such projects ever undertaken for a small-town airport in the United 

States ever.  The project involved land acquisition of more than 300 acres of land from multiple 

entities, rerouting 3 miles of power lines and 1 and ½ miles of Airport Creek that ran under the 

old runway, and re-grading land – 8 million cubic yards’ worth to be exact – in order to get 

enough flat land in the right places for the project to happen. 
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Initial planning for the project began way back in 2006 when Horizon Air (now owned by 

Alaska Airlines) announced it was upgrading their fleet to 76-passenger capacity propeller 

planes.  The problem with this, for PUW, was that PUW’s runway and taxiway system did not 

comply with FAA design standards for these larger aircraft.  The airline was making the move 

one way or another, so it was time for PUW to either get real and face the reality of what was 

going on in the fast-paced world of modern aviation, or be crushed and lose their only 

commercial carrier.  Actual construction didn’t begin for another 10 years. 

 

The new runway is 7,100 feet long and 150 feet wide; that’s 400 feet longer and 50 feet wider 

than the old runway.f  The runway lengthening and realignment project was only one step 

(granted, a major, keystone step!) in the current overall airport master upgrade plan which is still 

in the process of being finished.  Additional hangars, general aviation facilities, and a new much 

larger terminal building are all part of the airport master upgrade plan and scheduled to be 

completed in the near future. 

 

During the summer of 2020, the airport came into some hot water when Washington State 

auditors issued a critical report on PUW, stating airport bookkeepers were using outdated 

financial templates and misreporting some financial figures by millions of dollars.  This was the 

first full-scale financial audit that PUW had seen since 2010, as the airport generally operates on 

a budget of less than US$2 million a year, which, according to the August 2020 Idaho News 

story (see Further Reading below), is the fiscal operating threshold for triggering a full review of 

year-end financial reports.  With the recent completion of the runway realignment project and 

other ongoing construction projects currently happening at the airport right now as the result of 

the larger airport master upgrade plan, the first full-scale state audit in 10 years was triggered in 

the summer of 2020.  Airport and other local officials say the errors have since been corrected. 

 

Thankfully, mistakes like this are rare at the Pullman-Moscow Regional Airport under the keen 

leadership of Executive Director Tony Bean.  Bean got his start in aviation systems with his 

service in the U.S. Marines back in the 1990s.  He initially served as a Ground Support 

Equipment Technician, moving into a new job as a Cryogenics Equipment Technician working 

with oxygen and nitrogen equipment for servicing various aircraft pneumatic and aviators 

breathing oxygen systems in 1999.  He left the service as a sergeant and instructor at Cherry 

Point, North Carolina in 2003.   

 

Before leaving the service, though, Bean started his BS in Airport Management with a focus on 

operating airports.  This would lead Bean to intern at two commercial service level airports 

before accepting a Lead Security Officer position with TSA from 2004-2006.  From there, Bean 
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would go on to become the Manager of the Yellowstone Airport (airport code WYS) which 

serves the small town (less than 1,500 population) of West Yellowstone, Montana, and also acts 

as a major gateway to Yellowstone National Park for those who seek to fly into the area to visit 

the park.  Among his numerous achievements at WYS, Bean coordinated the landing of the 

presidential Air Force One fleet when then-president Barack Obama landed there. 

 

Bean took over as Executive Director of Pullman-Moscow Regional Airport in 2011.  Apart 

from running a generally smooth and efficient ship, during his time at Pullman-Moscow 

Regional so far some of the crowning successes Bean has been credited with are the successful 

completion of the major runway realignment project in 2019 that was needed to launch the 

airport into ‘modern times,’ if you will; getting Pullman-Boise direct flights back earlier this year 

(such flights use to fly in and out of Pullman, but had stopped 10 years ago); and initiating talks 

with Delta to get a direct Pullman-Denver flight going.  This last achievement is still an 

‘achievement-in-the-making’ (no definite deal has been signed yet), but the prospect of it coming 

to fruition seems quite promising at the moment. 

 

Bean holds a BS in Airport Management from the University of Southern Illinois, an MBA from 

the University of Idaho, and was listed on Airport Business’s 2013 Top 40 Under 40.  He and his 

wife Tracie have 3 children.  A February 2021 Spokesman Review article (see Further Reading 

below) stated that Bean makes US$125,000/year. 

 

With plans for the new 

40,000-45,000 square foot 

terminal being set right 

now, with a projected 

completion date of 2024 or 

sooner, and the prospect of 

a direct Pullman-Denver 

flight in the pipeline, it will 

be interesting to see what 

PUW will look like 5 years 

from now.  From an airport 

with humble beginnings, 

Pullman-Moscow Regional 

is growing into her own 

right now and seems to 

have many exciting years 

ahead. 

This photograph taken December 2, 2020.  © Andreas Philip Gross Enterprises; all copyright 

rights also retained by original photographer Frida Gross. 
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End Notes and Further Reading 

1 For further reading, see: The Living New Deal.  Glossary entry: “CIVIL WORKS ADMINISTRATION (CWA) 

(1933)”.  Retrieved from https://livingnewdeal.org/glossary/civil-works-administration-cwa-1933/.  Date last visited: 

September 12, 2021. 

 

2The Grau piece refers to them as “The CCC ‘boys’” because the CCC program was a Depression-era New Deal 

program specifically aimed at giving young men employment.  See the Grau piece (full citation below) at 

http://www.flypuw.com/airport-information/our-history/ for further reading.  Date last visited: September 12, 2021. 

 

3Or were at least funded to happen in the early 1940s.  After reading a number of articles about Pullman-Moscow 

Regional Airport to write this piece, it appears to me that the work was never completed – or at least never 

completed as originally planned – on those two runway projects when the airport terminal first opened.   See 

Interesting Discrepancies below: 

Interesting Discrepancies 

 fHere are some interesting discrepancies I found while researching this article: 

- The scanned copy of the January 11, 1990, Evergreen story on the airport’s “Our History” page mentions 

the current (soon-to-be “old”) terminal as being 9,000 square feet in area; however, later articles, one such 

example being the 2021 article Airport hopes to offer Denver flights by early 2022 (also cited in this list), 

seem to overwhelmingly report the area of the airport as being 8,000 square feet. 

 

- The Grau piece on the airport’s website talks about the airport board trying to take advantage of renewed 

federal funding just two months after the airport’s initial opening to expand and lengthen the runway.  A 

year later, in September of 1941, the Grau piece goes on to say more money was applied for for the further 

widening and lengthening of the runway and creation of an extensive runway lighting system to comply 

with the size demanded by the CAA for secondary flight training of civilian pilots.  The Grau piece makes 

it clear that money did come through for the projects, money totaling more than US$ 200,000 for airport 

improvements within the airport’s first two years of opening!  The piece also makes it clear that 

construction was carried out – in fact the Grau piece describes the construction on the first airport 

improvement project (1940) in decent detail.  However, based on the information contained in the 2020 

Ken Wysocky article (also cited in this list) which states: “The new runway is 7,100 feet long and 150 feet 

wide—400 feet longer and 50 feet wider than the airport’s old runway,” the dimension of the runway given 

in the 1973 Grau piece and the dimensions of the intended improvements that were funded and were 

supposed to have occurred in 1940 and ’41 that are mentioned in the Grau piece, don’t add up to what the 

dimensions of the runway were in the late 2000 teens when it was lengthened and realigned.  If ALL of the 

early runway improvements mentioned in the Grau piece had occurred exactly as they were written about, 

the runway should have already been 500 feet wide by the early 1940s!  However, the newly modified 2019 

runway is said to be only 50 feet wider than the original runway (which was reported as being 100 feet 

wide in the Wysocky piece, and which the Grau piece reported as being 100 feet wide in May of 1940 

when the airport opened).  I read this given information as: the airport improvements that were funded 

immediately after the airport’s opening in 1940 and 1941 were never fully completed – or at least not 

completed as originally planned.  Looking purely at dimensions, it appears to me that the runway HAS 

been lengthened over the years – and probably was lengthened in those early 1940s improvement projects – 

however, it did not seem to have ever been widened from its original 100-foot width until 2019. 
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The Early Years of the Pullman-Moscow Airport.  By Gary Grau, 1973, later published in The Bunchgrass Historian, Volume 21-

4 (1994), the journal of the Whitman County Historical Society.  Retrieved from: http://www.flypuw.com/airport-

information/our-history/.  Date last visited: September 17, 2021. 

On this same Our History page on the airport website is also an Airport Timeline (top of the page) with scans of several local 

news articles, mostly from The Daily Evergreen, which discuss the terminal upgrade project completed in 1990, among other 

things. 

 

New Runway at Pullman-Moscow Regional Required Perseverance & Broad Cooperation.  By Ken Wysocky, March 2020 in 

Airport Improvement.  Retrieved from: https://airportimprovement.com/article/new-runway-pullman-moscow-regional-required-

perseverance-broad-cooperation.  Date last visited: November 11, 2020. 

 

New airline with new destination in the works for Pullman-Moscow Regional Airport.  By Devin Trubey, May 21, 2019 in KLEW 

News.  Retrieved from: https://klewtv.com/news/local/new-airline-with-new-destination-in-the-works-for-pullman-moscow-

regional-airport.  Date last visited: September 21, 2021. 

 

Pullman-Moscow Regional Airport to begin nonstop flights to Boise in August.  By Stephen Murnane, June 21, 2021, in The 

Daily Evergreen.  Retrieved from: https://dailyevergreen.com/109235/news/pullman-moscow-regional-airport-to-begin-nonstop-

flights-to-boise-in-august/.  Date last visited: September 17, 2021 

 

Auditors issue critical report for Pullman-Moscow airport.  By Associated Press, August 6, 2020, in Idaho News.  Retrieved 

from: https://idahonews.com/news/local/auditors-issue-critical-report-for-pullman-moscow-airport.  Date last visited: September 

17, 2021 

 

Alaska Airlines to begin direct service between Boise and Pullman.  By Scott Jackson of Moscow-Pullman Daily News, June 18, 

2021, in The Seattle Times.  Retrieved from: https://www.seattletimes.com/seattle-news/alaska-airlines-to-begin-direct-service-

between-boise-and-pullman/.  Date last visited: September 17, 2021 

 

Pullman-Moscow Regional Airport renovates to keep customers.  By Andrew Baertlein of Murrow News, February 17, 2021, in 

Northwest Public Broadcasting.  Retrieved from: https://www.nwpb.org/2021/02/17/pullman-moscow-regional-airport-

renovates-to-keep-customers/.  Date last visited: September 17, 2021 

 

Airport hopes to offer Denver flights by early 2022.  By Anthony Kuipers, March 12, 2021, in Moscow-Pullman Daily News.  

Retrieved from: https://dnews.com/local/airport-hopes-to-offer-denver-flights-by-early-2022/article_2ac232dd-b454-51f1-94f0-

ac04789f7a08.html.  Date last visited: September 17, 2021 

 

Preparing the airport for takeoff: Tony Bean coordinated the $142.5 million effort to update Pullman-Moscow Regional Airport 

runway.  By Elaine Williams of the Lewiston Tribune, November 19, 2018, in The Spokesman-Review.  Retrieved from: 

https://www.spokesman.com/stories/2018/nov/19/preparing-the-airport-for-takeoff-tony-bean-coordi/  Date last visited: 

September 17, 2021. 

********************** 
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This is a one-man-show and I’ve been trying my best!  Did I fumble?  Yikes!  I am only human!  Yes, you did read that right!  If you can believe 

it, yes, the year is 2021 and there is actually a real human being behind this newsletter!  Did you notice an error or something that needs double-

checking?  It is not my intent to spread inaccurate information, misinform, or break the law in any way.  If you see something that needs deleting, 

modifying, tweaking, changing, or otherwise looking into for any reason, please let me know so I can make the necessary changes right away. 

Contact Andreas at admin@apg-enterprises.com 

All content rights reserved unless specifically noted otherwise. 

 

A note about images: 

The images found in this newsletter and on The City of Pullman Portal website are protected 

under various copyrights.  If you would like to copy, download, re-post, or otherwise 

reproduce, store, or share in any way any of the images found in this newsletter or on The 

City of Pullman Portal as stand-alone images/image files, please be mindful of the copyright 

and/or attribution notice associated with the specific image or images you have in mind and 

seek permission first, if necessary, according to what it says in the specific copyright notice 

associated with the image(s). 

Contact Andreas at admin@apg-enterprises.com for permissions and questions. 

 

Of course, any kind of limited sharing, copying, quoting, or other storage or distribution that 
specifically falls within the realm of applicable Fair Use Laws is acceptable as defined by 
current U.S. Copyright Law for a 2021 copyrighted work. 

 

In terms of freely sharing this free newsletter and all associated images contained within it as 
one whole, complete work in its entirety: such activity is heavily encouraged! 
 

 

This publication is intended to be shared freely, in its entirety, with others. 

Please share this free newsletter with others! 
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